


About

Zoe Zandbergen is a freelance designer based in
San Jose, CA who works in digital illustration and
3D modeling, ceramics, woodworking, textiles,
and watercolor.

BA in Engineering and Studio Art from Smith
College; passionate about functional spaces and
the overlap of craft, design, and play.

This portfolio is presented as a concise overview
of selected work, while zzandbergen.com contains
more detailed documentation of projects.



Drawings &
Wayfinding



Sierras Watercolors

En plein air watercolors formatted for print as a “zine.”

Below: the opening spread.



Above: my tools.
Left and below: more paintings.
Right: the compiled zine.




Springfield Choose
Your Future Planner

A planner illustrated for Project SPARC to help
young adults more ably quest into adulthood.
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Maker’s Map

The Smith College Maker's Map (http://
smithmakersmaps.com/) is a living
document of spaces on the Smith
College campus where students can
make, whether digitally or tangibly.

It is maintained by the Smith Design
Thinking Initiative.

| provided logo and icon design,
illustrations, and layout guidance.

Above: logo.

Right: a screenshot of the online
interactive Maker’s Map.
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Clayfellow Stickers

Character designs based from my sculptures.
Drawn in ink, colored digitally, and printed as
durable vinyl stickers.

The sketching process: after completing a few larger
designs, the rest of the negative space was filled in.
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Playful
Objects



Clayfellows

Clayfellows are ceramic sculptures
with interactive elements.

Their coin faces can be removed
to access storage for trinkets and
flipped to show a second side of
the face.

Many sculptures include smaller
sidekicks meant to be moved
around or fidgeted with.

Through a combination of
whimsical subject matter, cute-
but-not-too-cute personality, and
intriguing glazes and textures,
Clayfellows have connected

with many people. Sales on

the Clayfellows webstore have
frequently sold out more than a
hundred sculptures in less than ten
minutes.

| have been creating Clayfellows
since 2019.
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Above: Clayfellows business card, patch, and sticker, plus one small Clayfellow.
Left: a selection of sculptures from 2022 through 2024.

Below: online storefront.



Clayfellow
Commissions

While most Clayfellows are made
to my own whims, | sometimes take
custom commissions.

This mending wizard
was commissioned
by a sewist who
leads classes on
visible mending.

Its needlefelted
tomato functions as
a tiny pincushion.
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This lively house features needlefelted and hand-knotted
moss and foliage on its roof, as well as a small crew of
fungi-themed inhabitants.

24



Hospital Dolls

Engineering major capstone project.
Created under the supervision of Dr.
Susannah Howe at Smith College.

My capstones team'’s clients were two
nurses at a residential children’s hospital.
Our clients wanted the dolls to use in
play therapy with residents and to explain
complex medical diagnoses to families.
For example, some babies come to the
hospital at birth, so a doll could be used
to introduce a diagnosis to a sibling.

The dolls have diagnoses and assistive
devices common at the hospital.

Our clients selected Down Syndrome (left), hydrocephaly (center) and microcephaly (right) for us to physically prototype.
We also planned to include assistive devices: gastrointestinal feeding tubes and a tracheostomy.
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Down Syndrome

Hydrocephaly

Microcephaly

| digitally modified 3D scans and we
cast new doll heads in polyurethane
to create functional prototypes.



Ramshackle: a Building Game

Ramshackle is a building game
that develops spatial and
structural reasoning skills.

Playtested by college students
and children.
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Pieces are laser cut
plywood “dyed” with
diluted acrylic paint.

Some are stenciled with a
starry design to indicate a
card should be pulled from
a deck of random events.

Left: simple but effective packaging.
Bottom left: a few pieces assembled.
Above: event cards add a little danger and intrigue.

Below: an eighth grader picking up and turning the
whole structure.



Quiltachusetts

A quilt for a baby who lives in Massachusetts, designed to be a multi-use
blanket and playmat.

The baby’s home and his grandparents’ home are depicted as castles and
located on an accurate map of the Boston-Cambridge metropolitan area.
Lines of thread depict real roads and bridges, while the agricultural color
scheme hearkens to the family farm.

Right: digital mockup.
Below: quilted road detail.
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Furniture
& Spaces




Entryway Station

A cabinet found on the street and a free canvas tote bag
transform into a station for keys and wallets that fits into
a tight entryway.

Quilted "hammocks” hide visual clutter and give the
contents of your pockets a cozy place to land.
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Above: a few brainstorming sketches. Right: the quilted hammocks, made from white linen and a free canvas tote bag.



Bow-Legged Bench

A bench with a canvas
storage compartment
and legs that tie the

whole piece together.

Intended for use in a
dining area to store
linens or table leaves,
this bench would also
be functional as a coffee
table or toy chest.

The bench is held
together wholly by
mechanical joints, so
the legs and storage
compartment can be
collapsed to flat-pack it.
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Left: The legs in the moment before
they interlock.

Right: Side silhouette sketches and
cardboard prototypes.

Below: Flatlay of wooden bench
components.



Simple Table

A table with only wooden joints. Made for a small bathroom.
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Celadon Bathroom

| modeled the room layout, communicated with contractors,
and selected finishes for this renovated bathroom.

Before After

Fireclay Tile,
“Seedling”

Benjamin
Moore,
“Parsley
Snips”
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Trim detail made by combining three moulding types, creating a seamless shelf.
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